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When I arrived at Messiah College in the fall of 1974, I was surprised 
that few people could pronounce my last name.  I soon realized that 
the popularity of my family name in Elmira, NY was greatly due to the 
role my father played in this community.  What began as a small 
cobbler shop had grown into a retail chain that promoted the name 
“Panosian” on storefronts and in all local advertising media.   
 
Newspaper was the popular media during my dad’s career, and there 
were many occasions when “Panosian” was displayed in 
advertisements for the family business.   In addition, there were 
numerous times that my dad was mentioned in news articles.  We 
greatly appreciate that his lovely wife (my mother and grandmother to 
many), Lucille, maintained a scrapbook that included many of these 
publications.  
 
The first saved item was my dad’s birth announcement in 1922 that 
noted “It would not be at all surprising if he was one of Elmira’s future 
business men.”  This was followed by articles about my grandfather, 
a strange police blotter item, business developments, and community 
service activities. 
 
Attached is a copy of the 1922 announcement and a profile article 
published in the Star-Gazette on February 3, 1985.  I scanned an 
image of each item in mom’s archive and they are all included on the 
enclosed computer disk.  A bonus addition is a copy of the headline 
on the Star-Gazette that was delivered to our house the morning after 
I completed the first draft of this introduction.   
 
It is encouraging to see how others describe our family heritage and 
Manny Panosian in their words. 
 
In our words:  Thank-you Dad, we love you. 
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This is the front page with the note 
from a Star-Gazette representative that 
we received the morning after I wrote 
the first draft of the intro to this project. 
 
I am sure it had something to do with 
Karen’s holiday gratuity. However, it 
was nice to see that he remembered 
the store. 
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